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EOLLOWING REPEAT BEIRUT 617 ACTION SECSTATE INEO ATHENS 20 JAN 76 
QUOTE 

CONEIDENTIAL BEIRUT 0617 

DELIVER TO ARN/NEA/DRAPER AT OPENING OE BUSINESS 

DEPT PASS SECRETARY'S PARTY FOR DAY. 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, LE 

SUBJECT: 0900 LEBANON REPORT 

1 . NIGHT WAS FAIRLY NOISY, WITH SHOOTING ALL ALONG THE 
LINE OE RIGHT-LEFT, CHRISTIAN-MOSLEM CONFRONTATION, 

PARTICULARLY TRADITIONAL HOT SPOT OF AIN RUMMANEH-CHIYAH, 
PHALANGE-CHAMOUNIST EORCES APPEARED TO HAVE PRETTY WELL 
CLEANED UP QARANTINA AREAS AND ARE REPORTEDLY BULL-DOZING 
PARTS OP IT. THREAT TODAY IS TO NABAA DISTRICT, ALSO 

ADJACENT TO PHALANGE-HELD TERRITORY, WHICH LEFTISTS PALESTINIANS 
JUSTIPIABLY FEAR WILL BE NEXT TARGET OP PHALANGE- 
CHAMOUN "CLEAN-UP" CAMPAIGN. 

2. WE DO NOT HAVE ANY RELIABLE REPORTS ON UP-COUNTRY 
SITUATION AND MUST ASSUME IT IS TENSE WITH ISOLATED 
LIGHTING, BUT NOTHING BIG AT THE MOMENT. 
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3. PRESS HEADLINES CHAMOUN'S CLAIM THAT SYRIANS ARE 
INVADING LEBANON. CHAMOUN SPEAKS OE 8000 SOLDIERS 
WITH ARMOR AND HEAVY ARTILLERY. OUR DATT WAS TOLD BY 
ARMY THAT NUMBER OF EORCES WHICH ENTERED EROM SYRIA, 

(NOT SYRIAN EORCES AS SUCH), PRESENTLY NUMBER 3200. 

ARMY ATTACHE NOTES THAT SYRIAN ARMY DOES NOT HAVE 155 MM 
PIECES, EVEN THOUGH CHAMOUN CLAIMS THEY HAVE BEEN 
IMPORTED FROM SYRIA. 

4. MOSLEM GROUP WITH WHOM KARAME HAS CONSULTED REPORTEDLY 
DECIDED KARAME SHOULD NOT PRESENT HIS RESIGNATION IN 
WRITING. THIS PRESAGES BARGAINING WITH THE PRESIDENT, 

WHICH WE ARE TOLD IS ALREADY UNDERWAY AND NOT REPEAT NOT 
PROCEEDING TOO BADLY. JUMBLATT AND IMAM MUSA SADR ARE AMONG 
PROMINENT POLITICAL PERSONALITIES DUE TO TRAVEL TO 
DAMASCUS TODAY. LEBANESE SYRIAN CONSULTATIONS ARE CON- 
TINUING AT HIGH PITCH. 

5. 1 AM CONCERNED OVER THE HIGHJACKING OE TWO EMBASSY VANS 
YESTERDAY ALONG CORNICH ROAD. ARMED ELEMENTS WERE 
PROBABLY MOURABITOUN OR LOCAL DRUZE. WE ARE TRYING 
VARIOUS AVENUES TO RECOVER THEM, HOPING TO MAKE 
POINT THAT AMERICAN EMBASSY VEHICLES SHOULD NOT BE 
TARGETS EOR THIS SORT OF LOOTING. AIRPORT REMAINS 
CLOSED BUT AMERICANS THERE ARE SAEE. 
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